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About the Alliance

The Manufacturing Safety Alliance of BC is 
the nonprofit health and safety association
for BC manufacturers and food processors.

More than 3,000 employers use our Alliance 
online and classroom training and confidential 
advisory services to build workplace health 
and safety programs and protect workers.

Certifying Partner 
for the Occupational

Safety Standard of 
Excellence COR for
BC Manufacturers
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Canada’s 7 supply agreements

9https://www.canada.ca/en/public-services-procurement/services/procuring-
vaccines-covid19.html

Manufacturer Candidate Vaccine
Vaccine 
Platform

Dosing Schedule No. of doses (millions) Storage temp.

Pfizer BioNTech
(approved)

BNT162 mRNA 2 doses/21 days Up to 76 -75oC

Moderna (approved) mRNA-1273 2 doses/28 days 40 -20oC 

AstraZeneca AZD1222
Replication 
defective 
simian viral 
vector

2 doses/21 days 20 2-8oC

Johnson and Johnson 
(Janssen) Ad26.COV2.S

Replication 
defective viral 
vector

1 dose Up to 38 2-8oC

Novavax NVX-CoV2373 Protein 
subunit 2 doses/21 days Up to 76 2-8oC

Sanofi Pasteur/GSK

S protein (baculovirus
production) adjuvant Protein 

subunit 2 doses/28 days Up to 72 2-8oC

Medicago
CoVLP with GSK adjuvant Virus Like 

Particle 2 doses/21 days Up to 76 TBD

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-services-procurement/services/procuring-vaccines-covid19.html
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COVID-19 mRNA vaccine efficacy and safety

• Vaccine efficacy (ability to prevent laboratory confirmed symptomatic COVID-
19 infection):
– Pfizer 95%
– Moderna 94.1%

• Safety: 
– Well tolerated
– Local reactions at the injection site
– Systemic symptoms such as headache, muscle aches, fever; most mild; begin 1-2 days after 

vaccine and resolved within 1-2 days
– No emerging safety signals in postmarketing surveillance
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From: NACI statement 
December 2020 on 
Guidance on the 
prioritization of initial doses 
of COVID-19 vaccine(s)

Considerations of: 
Ethics
Equity
Feasibility
Acceptability
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https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/guidance-prioritization-initial-doses-covid-19-vaccines.html


BC analysis of COVID case data linked to administrative data sets
2,075 hospitalized; 48,288 non-hospitalized

13Source of chart: Hector J, Janjua N, BCCDC

Age is the strongest risk factor 
for severe illness
This has been observed in all 
jurisdictions
Addresses prevalence of 
comorbidities which increases by 
age
Seen at all age groups against 
reference 20-29 year olds 
Facilitates validation of criterion 
based eligibility in all immunization 
settings, unlike ‘essential services’ 
or underlying medical conditions 

RISK OF HOSPITALIZATION
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COVID-19 vaccine roll-out plan for British Columbia



Vaccine supply for BC – Q1 and Q2, 2021

Vaccine Q1 doses
Pfizer 543,075
Moderna 249,700
Total 792,775 
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Notes: 
• Estimated quantities based on information 

from Public Health Agency of Canada. 
• Quantities include requirements for 2nd

dose, recommended at 35 days (currently 
out to 42 days because vaccine supply 
situation) after 1st dose. 

Estimated Q2 supply for Canada: 
BC’s allocation approx. 13.3%; range 2.43 to 4.97 million doses



Recommendations/considerations for employers around 
control of transmission throughout the rollout 

• Immunization will ramp up as the months progress
• Prevention of transmission will need to be maintained
• By September all adults will have been offered vaccine
• Uptake of the vaccine will be assessed
• Every expectation that rates of COVID-19 will decline dramatically
• Every hope that ‘life will return to normal’ 
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Benefits of immunization record and its use 
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safetyalliancebc.ca/covid-19



• COVID-19 Safety Assessment
• COVID-19 News & Resources
• On-Demand Webinars

OHS Support Line
604.795.9595

More resources



Safety Excellence Awards

Nominations Now Open
safetyalliancebc.ca/safety-excellence-awards



Thank you
OHS Support Line 604.795.9595
manufacturing@safetyalliancebc.ca
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